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The purpose of this organization is to improve the general 

condition of the blind persons, and other persons living with 

disabilities, who would benefit from the services of trained 

Pilot Dogs and Assistance Dogs. The purpose of this          

organization should include, but not be limited to, the            

training of dogs to become Pilot Dogs and Assistance Dogs, 

as well as the furnishing of Pilot Dogs and Assistance Dogs 

to qualified persons.  
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A Message from the                    
Executive Director... 
As I sit and ponder what message I would like to  

convey, and how to express our gratitude to everyone 

that has assisted us in completing our mission over 

the past 63 years and 7,484 individuals we have 

helped, I find the words of one of our graduates more 

fitting than any I can articulate. 

Dear Pilot Dogs, 

A special thanks to the staff and Lions members who 

have donated their resources and funds for this             

program. 

I am truly thankful for the time I spent at Pilot school 

in May 2013. Every day that I work  with and care for 

Cheyenne, I think of all the excellent training and  

hospitality everyone extended to me during my stay. 

I feel that I have been privileged to become part of a 

family with a shared mission and experiences that 

have shaped my life in numerous ways. When I put 

the harness on Cheyenne, we are both transformed. I 

am not just a partially sighted person trying to make 

his way in the world, but rather one who travels with 

purpose and confidence.  

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                  

John & Pilot Dog “Cheyenne” John & Pilot Dog “Cheyenne” 
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Year End Report 
We are proud to say we worked with 147 blind individuals this past year. Of these: 

 50% were men              

 50% were women             

 43% were new students          

 57% were re-trainees 

 Our youngest student was 17 years old. 

 Our youngest at heart student was 90 years young. 

 The average age of our students went up this year and is now 51 yeas 

old. 

Our students came from...30 different states and Canada. The most reside in 

Ohio (49), followed by Florida (9), Illinoi and Michigan (6), and California,                    

Colorado, Georgia, Indiana and Missouri (5).  

Some occupations included...college students, stand operators, medical tran-

scriptionists, IRS consultant, Nationwide Insurance employees (2), artists, recep-

tionists, counselors, musicians, masseuses, bonding clerk for Volusia        County 

Jail, Federal employee, entrepreneurs, high school students, shop           workers, 

minister, telemarketer, lawyer and retirees and housewives. 

The average working life of a team is still 8.4 years.  

Graduated Dogs 
Breed breakdown: 

 57%  Labrador Retrievers 

 16% Standard Poodles 

 8% Doberman Pinschers 

 7% German Shepherds 

 7% Boxers 

 3% Golden Retrievers 

 2% Vizslas 

Gender breakdown: 

 57% Females 

 43% Males 

 

Becky & Pilot Dog “Waldo” 

Class XIV 2013 experiences Cosi for the first time. Thank you Cosi! 
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Pilot Dog the 

Star of the 

Courtroom 

Judge David Holton was 

recently matched with his 

sixth Pilot Dog , Rocky.  

While there is always a lot of 

emotion leading up to      

receiving a new guide-

excitement, nervousness-

Judge Holton wasn’t the only 

one anxiously awaiting 

Rocky’s arrival. Those            

regularly working at the Hall 

of Justice where Judge          

Holton presides had come to 

know and adore his previous 

Pilot Dog, Buddy, and were 

waiting to meet the dog who 

would take his place in the 

courthouse.  

Rocky’s predecessor had 

left some big shoes for him 

to fill, as Buddy had become 

quite the popular fixture at 

the courthouse over his  

decade of guiding Judge 

Holton. The arrival of the 

Judge’s new dog was filmed 

by a local news station, who 

followed their first meeting, 

training with Pilot Dogs  

trainer Bonnie Rueber and 

his introduction to everyone 

at the Hall of Justice.  

Judge Holton and Rocky 

quickly got into a rhythm 

with each other and look to 

be an excellent match. While 

Buddy could certainly never 

be replaced, we are               

confident Rocky will go on to 

become a legend in his own 

right at the courthouse. 

Judge Holton in 1980 with first Pilot Dog “Simon” & today with “Rocky” 

In-Home Placement & Follow Up 

We did several in-home placements and/or follow ups this year. They were in 

Ohio, Georgia, Michigan, Florida, Virginia, New York and Kentucky. 

Doing these trips gives us better insight into the different obstacles our students 

face on a daily basis. On most of these trips we try to do more than just the home 

placement. We will visit other students, attend a Lions meeting, drop off infor-

mation at rehab facilities, or interview prospective students. 

Dog Report (Graduated & Career Change) 

In 2013 we worked with 226 dogs. Of these: 63% were Labrador 
Retrievers, 10% were Standard Poodles, 8% were Boxers, 7% 
were German Shepherds, 7% were Dobermans, 3% were Golden 
Retrievers, 2% were Vizslas. 

50% were female and 50% were male 

The percentage of each breed that graduated or is still in training: 84% of            
Labrador Retrievers, 91% of Standard Poodles, 81% of Doberman Pinschers, 
69% of German Shepherds, 100% of Golden Retrievers, 84% of Boxers and 66% 
of Vizslas. 
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Puppy Department Update                                                  
In 2013 we sent 90 dogs out to be fostered with the hope that they will become future Pilot Dogs. They were raised by               

volunteer adults and children (62%), prisoners (32%) and 4-H’ers for their project (6%).                                                                              

The breeds included: 

 30% Labrador Retrievers 

 21% Standard Poodles 

 19% Golden Retrievers 

 14% German Shepherds 

 7% Boxers 

 6% Doberman Pinchers 

 3% Vizsla                                                                                                

Prison & Volunteer Program                                                                       
Currently, we have 29 puppies being raised in four correctional facilities. The inmates at each facility have the same           

responsibilities: to housebreak, teach obedience, and socialize the puppy they are raising. The Puppy Department staff 

goes to the institutions to ensure that the inmates learn the proper techniques to train the puppies. Faithful volunteers 

help two days a week walking the puppies in German Village to allow them to have exposure outside of the correctional 

facilities. Our list of volunteers has grown and they have become a very loyal group of people. A waiting list has been 

established for future and/or substitute walkers. (Continued on Page 7) 

In loving memory of Timothy W. Gilmore 

We are grateful for the time Tim gave to the Pilot Pups since he began volunteering in 

2013. His calmness and selflessness brought joy to the puppies in our program.          

However, I think Tim enjoyed the puppies just as much as the pups enjoyed him. 

Volunteer Walkers: (Top Row, L to R) Tim Gilmore, Tom Weber, Sarah Trepanier                                                                      

(Bottom Row, L to R) Donna Donovan, Bob Zicht, JR Trepanier, Myra Tewksbury 
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Our 2013 Ohio & West Virginia Lions Club              

Supporters 
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Prison & Volunteer Program Continued...                                                                                                                                                  

The  institution located in Cleveland is guided by volunteers Dr. Alice Schottenstein and Cathy Christopher, with occasional 

visits by our staff. Dr. Schottenstein and Cathy spend two afternoons a week working with the inmates at North East Pre-

release Center. They work on obedience, grooming, manners and overall health care of the puppies. They have also          

established a great group of volunteers to “furlough” the puppies for one week each month. The puppies live in the homes of 

these volunteers for the week to experience a true home-life atmosphere, which also includes many trips to places like         

doctor’s offices, schools, sporting events and overall exposure to the outside world. With the help of our volunteers, the              

success of our puppies has improved greatly. To say thank you just doesn’t seem to be enough.                                                                    

4-H & The Puppy Department Connect                                                          
In conjunction with Lucinda Miller (OSU Extension Specialist-4-H Youth Development, Companion & Small Animal                    

Programs), the Pilot Dogs Puppy Department has been working to increase awareness amongst 4-H club members of the 

possibility of raising a Pilot Puppy as a 4-H project. At the state level the number of areas 4-H’ers are able to enroll has           

increased to five in the hopes of increasing competition and interest in new projects. Our goal is that this new increase will 

lead to more 4-H’ers raising Pilot Puppies for a project. To achieve this, we have worked with Lucinda to create a brochure 

outlining the demands and benefits of raising a puppy and how well it can fit into 4-H. This spring we will be attending local       

4-H open houses as well as a part of our effort to increase awareness of our program. We currently have ten youths raising a 

Pilot Puppy as either their 4-H or FFA project. We are extremely grateful for the support we have received at both the state 

and local levels in spreading the word about our Puppy Raising Program.  

Jowaine Grimes is one of the 4-H’ers raising a Pilot Puppy for her 

project. She is currently raising her third dog for us, Astro. Her 

first two dogs have both   successfully graduated as Pilot Dogs, 

but before that were award winners with Jowaine at her county 

fair.  

Jowaine’s mother, Michelle, says that raising puppies for Pilot 

Dogs has taught Jowaine a lot of responsibility and been a 

rewarding experience for her. She also shares in the sentiments 

of most all of our Puppy Raisers-that giving them back is the 

hardest part. But for Michelle: “when you get the picture of them 

and their new owners it brings tears to your eyes.” 

Jowaine & “Maggie” 
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McLean, M. 

Meany, M. 

Miller, M. 

Mullins, M. 

Myton, M. 

Orester, M. 

Postle, M. 

Pulsinelli, M. 

Rader, M. 

Ralston, M. 

Ringwood, M. 

Roepe, M. 

Russo, M. 

Ruttan, M. 

Ryan, M. 

Sabol, M. 

Sandridge, M. 

Schulze, M. 

Scott, M. 

Shuster, M. 

Smith, M. 

Stankiewicz, M. 

Sweeney, M. 

Tench, M. 

Tewksbury, M. 

Thayer, M. 

Troilo, M. 

Vitale, M. 

Wallingford, M. 

Weller, M. 

Willard, M. 

Winfield, M. 

Zickefoose, M. 

McCarthy Building Companies 

McCullough-Hyde Memorial 

Medina County JVSD 

Merrill Lynch 

MetLife 

Monroe Clever Clovers 

Montei Foundation 

Morgan Stanley 

Mt. Vernon Commandary 

Austin, N. 

Cummins, N. 

Fischer, N. 

Ginn, N. 

Hughes, N. 

Larsh, N. 

Mowery, N. 

Rolf, N. 

Dow, O. 

Owner Handler Assoc. of 

America 

P&G 

DeGroot, P. 

Arnold, P. 

Bell, P.  

Benedetti, P. 

Booher, P. 

Browne, P. 

Burger, P. 

Burton, P. 

Calleri, P. 

Chylik, P. 

Crook, P. 

Detwiler, P. 

Emmons, P. 

Goulker, P. 

Hawkins, P. 

Hime, P. 

Hrivnak, P. 

Kiltau, P. 

Kousaie, P. 

Larason, P. 

Lopp, P. 

Loyer, P. 

McCarthy, P. 

McCoy, P. 

McDonald, P. 

Montoya, P. 

Musser, P. 

Nodzak, P. 

Profozich, P. 

Rothhaar, P. 

Santilli, P. 

Semock, P. 

Shular, P. 

Shultz, P. 

Steffel, P. 

Taylor, P. 

Vrsansky, P. 

Guido, P. 

Paytime 

Petsmart 

Pound Partners of Guernsey 

Co. 

Purrfect Harmony Col Club 

Abrams, R. 

Arian, R. 

Armbruster, R. 

Aukeman, R. 

Auray, R. 

Baker, R. 

Barham, R. 

Barr, R. 

Bauer, R. 

Beachy, R. 

Benedum, R. 

Benton, R. 

Borton, R. 

Buell, R. 

Burkardt, R. 

Burton, R. 

Clinger, R. 

Cole, R. 

Coleman, R. 

Conover, R. 

Dahm, R. 

Denig, R. 

Einhorn, R. 

Evans, R. 

Grove, R. 

Grover, R. 

Hayslip, R. 

Hershberger, R. 

Hess, R. 

Hinnes, R. 

Hughes, R. 

Huntley, R. 

Jervis, R. 

Keitz, R. 

Kirby, R. 

Lasiewicz, R. 

Leach, R. 

Magnuson, R. 
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Maruscak, R. 

Maynard, R. 

McIntyre, R. 

Merriman, R. 

Meyer, R. 

Mondiek, R. 

Musser, R. 

Norwich, R. 

Oberst, R. 

Olt, R. 

Pacheco, R. 

Reishman, R. 

Roberts, R. 

Ross, R. 

Scalzo, R. 

Schnabel, R. 

Schweikart, R. 

Shannon, R. 

Shisler, R. 

Stewart, R. 

Stridsburg, R. 

Sullivan, R. 

Theisan, R. 

Thompson, R. 

Urban, R. 

Wagner, R> 

Willing, R. 

Wolfe, R. 

RAH 

Byers, R. 

Stoner, R. 

Retail Properties 

Rhea Dessecker 

Rosehill Vet Hospital 

Ackley, S. 

Andrews, S. 

Bates, S. 

Borsari, S. 

Brandeberry, S. 

Burton, S. 

Camp, S. 

Clay, S. 

Cloak, S. 

Coolen, S. 

Crosten, S. 

Daily, S. 

Davis, S. 

Dileo, S. 

Epstein, S. 

Felty, S. 

Goldsmith, S. 

Gwynn, S. 

Hawk, S. 

Hellman, S. 

Henderson, S. 

Hoffmaster, S. 

Hoyer, S. 

Kramp, S. 

Leynse, S. 

Lorenz, S. 

Martin, S. 

Merrill, S. 

Milano, S. 

Mullins, S. 

Obermeyer, S. 

Phillips, S. 

Probasco, S. 

Putnam, S. 

Ray, S. 

Richards, S. 

Sherer, S. 

Shookman, S. 

Slagle, S. 

Spiegle, S. 

Vickery, S. 

Wade, S. 

Wickline, S. 

Wilhelm, S. 

Woodyard, S. 

Wulfeck, S. 

Zirkle, S. 

Jones, S. 

Schneebeck Foundation 

Helminski, S. 

Smitty’s Pizza 

Soap Star Joe 

South Main Animal Hospital 

St. Johns Westminster Union 

Church 

St. Marks United Church of 

Christ 

State Farm Insurance 

Stuart Family Foundation 

Barker, T. 

Barman, T. 

Broskie, T. 

Burck, T. 

Carlson, T. 

Dials, T. 

Edwards, T. 

Ehmann, T. 

Eyles, T. 

Hilborn, T. 

Hodkey, T. 

Jackson, T. 

Jester, T. 

Juba, T. 

Jurinek, T. 

King, T. 

McDowell, T. 

Phillips, T. 

Rencic, T. 

Schneider, T. 

Scibor, T. 

Van Niel, T. 

Wise, T. 

Zickefoose, T. 

Tallmadge Animal Hospital 

Telecom Pioneers 

The Heffner Fund 

The Hildreth Foundation 

The Out of Towners 

Thermodyne 

Thornton American Leg. Aux. 

Trirosis 

Troy Postal Employees 

UBS  

United Way 

Upper Arlington Schools 

Edmundson, V. 

Martin, V. 

Myer, V. 

Pack, V. 

Runge, V. 

Taylor, V. 

Village of Forrest, IL 

Alsnauer, W. 

Cleveland, W. 

Donath, W. 

Hartmann, W. 

W.J.S. 

Leffel, W. 

Reid, W. 

Tuccuarone, W. 

Ward, W. 

Willis, W. 

Wright, W. 

Youngs, W. 

Parker, W. 

Women of the Moose 

Woodyard Drilling 

 

 

 

A very special 

thank you to the 

veterinarians who 

have assisted us: 

North Kenny Vet            

Hospital 

Tri-Village Animal          

Hospital 

Clintonville Animal              

Hospital 

Westerville Veterinary 

Clinic 

Avery Road Animal             

Hospital 

Gahanna Animal             

Hospital 

Reynoldsburg Animal 

Hospital 

Small Animal Hospital 

Animal Care Hospital of       

Reynoldsburg 

Beechwold Vet              

Hospital 

Westgate Animal             

Hospital 

Hilliard Vet Clinic 

Willow Wood Animal      

Hospital 

Knapp Vet Hospital 

Betwick Animal               

Hospital 

The Vet Clinic 

Allpets of Pickerington 

Oak Creek Vet Hospital 
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2013 Budget 
RECEIPTS  

Dues & Donations $1,340,648.00 

Bequest $441,403.00 

Women’s Board $8,500.00 

Lions Clubs $160,032.00 

Interest $7.00 

Miscellaneous $1,500.00 

Total $1,952,090.00 

DISBURSEMENTS  

Dog Equipment/Supplies $61,946.00 

Puppy Department $147,072.00 

Treatment Center $174,271.00 

Training $628,835.00 

Pilot Home $225,615.00 

Public Relations $47,524.00 

Administration $419,411.00 

Development $85,348.00 

Hearing Dogs $29,596.00 

Total $1,873,962.00 

TRAINERS 

Ray Byers 

Ryan Davis 

Jacob Eyerman 

Steven Garrabrant 

Jason Gray 

Bonnie Rueber 

Wayne Mathys 

Pam Miller 

Randy Miller 

Mike Tessmer 

PUPPY DEPARTMENT 

Toni Gray 

Melissa Henwood 

Shawn Hutchinson 

STUDENT SERVICES 

Steve Hoyt 

KENNEL STAFF 

Matthew Anderson 

Dawn Dent 

Cassandra Hoyt 

Seth Nelson 

Tad Nelson 

Laura Schott 

PILOT HOME 

Lisa Davey 

Richard Delong 

Brenda Donahue 

Annette Holloway 

Vjollca Kapaj 

Justin Konst 

Margie McNamee 

Susan Stephenson 

Sally Stumpf 

HEARING DOGS 

Cathy Nagaich 

ADMINISTRATION 

J. Jay Gray 

Janice Heinlein 

Cindy Rawlins 

Kate Walker 

 

Our Staff 

Subject to audit 


